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The first 12 chapters of Bhagwadgita propounded

by lord Shri Krishna depict the existence of self. But

one can find the element of God and his unbiased de-

scription from the 13th chapter onwards. The descrip-

tion of element of God mentioned in these chapters

clearly shows that the narrator of Bhagwadgita recog-

nizes only that form of God, which is described in Vedas,

Upanishads and Vedic philosophical books. For instance,

read the 12th verse of the 13th chapter. Here, lord Shri

Krishna keeps himself detached from Godly feeling and

says;

Ks; ;ÙkRizo{;kfe ;TKkRokère'uqrsA

I will talk about that element, which is worth of

knowing and the man obtains immortality after know-

ing him. That unending element is the supreme soul.

The Vedas and Upanishads have mentioned immortal-

ity as the synonym of salvation. Rigved also explains

about truth and false (the nature in the form of cause

and work). Yajurved declares it clearly as follows;

reso fofnRok¿frèR;qesfr ukU;% iUFkk fo|rsA 31@18

It means the man reaches beyond death (salvation)

by knowing the God. There is no other path than it to

obtain salvation or immortality. This is the clear decla-

ration of obtaining salvation. The following verse loZr%
ikf.k;kna (13@13) is the narration of this sentence

from Upanishad because the same sentence has been

mentioned as ^vikf.kiknk s  touk s  x `g hrk * in

Kathopanishad. But the meaning is similar to that men-

tioned in Gita. The 14th verse ̂ losZfUæ; xq.kekla losZfUæ;
fooftZre~* also proves this fact that the supreme soul

can see in all directions and hence is unending. He has

no fixed qualities, attachment, and is sees everywhere.

The verse ^cfgUrj Üp Hkwrkuka vpj pjeso* of 15th

chapter can be compared with the verse ̂ rn~nwjs r}fUrds*
mentioned in Ishavasyopanishad. He is unknowable as

he is extremely minute and is far for ignorant but close

for learned men. He is omnipresent and whole but still

appears to be divided. The devotee feels that he is in-

side his heart. He nourishes and takes care of the men.

He destroys the world during natural calamities and is

hence known as destroyer but at the same time he is

effective.

^T;ksfr"kkef.k rTt;ksfr*^T;ksfr"kkef.k rTt;ksfr*^T;ksfr"kkef.k rTt;ksfr*^T;ksfr"kkef.k rTt;ksfr*^T;ksfr"kkef.k rTt;ksfr* (13@17) , this verse ap-

pears to be the translation of a mantra from Yajurved

(31/18) which describes the divine soul as bright and

beyond darkness. A verse from Kathopanishad

^u r=k lw;ksZHkkfr u pUærkjda usek fo|qrks HkkfUr Ñrks¿;e~fXu%*

Describes the supreme soul as sun, moon, stars, elec-

tricity and superior to other illuminating elements in front

of fire and producer of lights. In this way, he is knowledge,

knowable and should be considered as the destination of

knowledge. This is the meaning of verse mentioned be-

low.

He is positioned in the heart of the devotee –

ǹf"V loZL; fof"Bre~ (13@17)

The narrator of Bhagwadgita has described nature-

wisdom as knower and knowable in brief and clearly

mentioned in the next verse that this duality of nature

and man is suitable to Hindu philosophy. However , it

needs to be understood that the word ‘man’ has been

used for both soul and supreme soul in Hindu philoso-

phy. Therefore this duality of Hindu philosophy is actu-

ally the triple element of nature, soul and supreme soul

mentioned in the Vedas because both soul and supreme

soul are expressed through man. Both the man and na-

ture have been mentioned as unending in the verse 13/

19. It is also necessary to understand the other disor-
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ders produced from unconscious nature and conscious

man along with understanding the nature and man. Hindu

philosophy (Sankhya) describes these (important ele-

ments, five main elements) in detail. It is essential to

know about the main elements developing ahead of the

nature. The man experiences happiness and unhappi-

ness under the proximity of this nature or its disorders.

Nature is the purpose of his work efficiency or sources

of work. If the man does not come in contact with the

nature and does not take the advantage of its proximity

then the man will not have the desire, interest and

strength to work. The man gets the qualities of work

and enjoyment due to the closeness to the nature. The

same thing has been mentioned in the 21st verse;

iq#"k% izÑfrLFkks fg eqaDrs izÑfrtkUxq.kku~A

The 22nd verse describes about the qualities and spe-

cialties of supreme soul as follows;

miǹ"Vk¿uqeUrk p HkrkZ HkksDrk egs'oj%A

ijekResfr pkI;qDrks nsgs¿fLeu~ iq#"k% ij%AA

It means the supreme soul is the looker of the works

of creatures. He is not the worker like the living being.

He is the authority, who gives permission to the living

beings to do auspicious work, he bears the world and

hence he is the bearer, he nurtures the world also. The

element of day in this body is known as the supreme

soul.

The 27th verse mentions the immortal existence of

the omnipresent supreme soul in the destructive world.

loZa losZ"kq Hkwrs"kq fr"BUra ijes'oje~A

The supreme soul is present in all the creatures in

equal manner. The devotee who is able to experience

the presence of supreme soul in all directions is the ac-

tual looker. a believer who sees the omnipresent and

omnipotent God will never do any work, which makes

him do anything against the directions of soul and su-

preme soul. such person attains salvation. The 31st verse

confirms that the God lives inside the bodies of living

beings yet different from its (body) work. In other words,

the supreme soul resides in the bodies but does not do

or engage in any acts like that of ordinary creatures.

Why is the God different and unengaged in spite of

being present all over? The narrator of Gita replies to

this question and says – the sky is spread all over and is

very minute but does not get included in water, fire and

earth. It remains unaffected and separate, similarly, God

is present in the whole body and therefore it remains

separate from it (13/32). The second example mentioned

in Gita is of Sun, the sun enlightens the whole universe

with its brightness. Similarly, the supreme soul residing

in the universe like body enlightens it. This verse can be

compared with the mantra mentioned in Upanishad -

rL; eklk loZfena foekfrA

In other words, the visible world is enlightened with

the brightness of the supreme soul. he enlightens sun

and other bright objects of the universe.

This philosophy of the supreme soul has been men-

tioned in the 15th chapter also. Arjuna asks lord Shri

Krishna due to curiosity in the fourth verse of this chap-

ter –

rr% ina rRifjek£x rO;a ;fLeUxrk u fuorZfUr Hkw;% (15@4)
It means we should find the position, which would re-

lieve us from the cycle of death and birth. We should

take the shelter of God in order to achieve this. He is

the one who manages this unending cycle of creation

and would continue for countless years in future also.

The duality of nature and man  has been repeated in the

16th verse ̂ }kfXukS iq#.kS yksds (15@16) where it has been

said that these two (nature and man) are known as na-

ture and living being. The nature includes mortal be-

ings, whereas the other is immortal soul. the 17th verse

clearly differentiates supreme soul from living being and

nature.

mÙke% iq#"kLRoU;% ijekResR;q mnkâr%A

Superior man that is supreme soul is different from

both nature and soul. this divine power holds the earth,

space and nurtures them. Here the supreme soul has

been described as third person. Krishna says –

bZ'oj% loZHkwrkuka ân~ns'ks¿tqZu fr"BfrA

The God is residing in the hearts of all living beings.

When the main machine of a factory is switched on all

the other machines get switched on automatically. Simi-

larly, this divine strength is controlling the factory like

world. In other words, Krishna instructs the devotees

to take the shelter of that supreme soul.

reso 'kj.ka xPN loZHkkosu HkkjrA

rRizlknkr~ ijka 'kkfUra LFkkua izkIL;fl 'kk'ore~AA

Krishna did not ask the people to come into his shel-

ter but asked to go into the shelter of the supreme soul.

the living being will get ultimate happiness and peace

only in his shelter. This is the divinity of Gita. The other

words denoting himself that have been used in Gita are

the words expressed when he (lord Krishna) was in

yogic position.


